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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

SIR: 

In order to comply with discretionary rules 37 CFR §§ 1 .97 and 1 .98, attached hereto is a 
copy of Form PTO-1449 and a copy of the documents listed thereon. This document contains 
information in which the Examiner may consider to be important in deciding whether to issue a 
patent in the instant application. 

Also attached is a copy of a Translation of Rejection Reasons from an Office Action 
issued on November 19, 2003 from the corresponding Taiwanese Patent Application. All of the 
documents listed in Form PTO-1449 appear in the Translation of Rejection Reasons. 
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As some of these documents are written in a language other than English, English 
Language abstracts are annexed thereto explaining their relevancy in accordance with 37 CFR 



Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited 
in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement, so no fee is due. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted in compliance with 37 
§CFR 1.56 as an Examiner might consider any cited document important in deciding whether to 
allow the application to issue as a patent, but the citation of each document is not to be construed 
as an admission that such document is necessarily relevant or prior art. No representation is 
intended that the cited documents represent the results of a complete search, and it is anticipated 
that the Examiner in the normal course of examination, will make an independent search and will 
determine the best prior art consistent with 37 CFR 1.104 (a), and in the course of such search 
will review for relevance every document cited on the attached form even if not initialed. 

Early and favorable consideration is respectfully solicited. 

Any fee due with this paper may be charged on Deposit Account 50-1290. 



§1.98(a)(3). 
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TRANSLATION OF REJECTION REASONS (Primary Examination) 



1. Application No.: 089121533 

2. Title of the invention: Liquid Crystal Display Panel with Wide Column 
Spacers for Keeping Gap Constant and Process for Fabrication Thereof 

3. Applicant: NEC LCD Technologies, Ltd. 

4. Filed: Oct. 13, 2000 

5. Decision: This application is rejected on the ground of the stipulation 
of Article 20, No. 2 of Patent Law 

Rejection Reasons: 

This application relates to a liquid crystal display panel and is 
characterized by that column spacers therein are comprised of R/G/B and 
occupy a specific ratio of total pixel area. 

However, the technology recited in this application, namely 
laminating R/G/B to form the column spacers which are distributed 
among the pixels, is known and used. For example, it has been disclosed 
in US 5757451, JP 10-82909, and JP 10-104606. 

Although this application emphasizes that column spacers occupy a 
specific ratio of total pixel area, it is obvious that change may be easily 
made with respect to the size and number of column spacers depending 
on actual demand. Thus, this application lacks inventive step. 

In addition, not only spherical spacers disclosed in this application 
but also the preparation of transparent or opaque spacers has been 
disclosed, for example, in US 5739888 and US 57293 12. Consequently, 
this application lacks inventive step. 

Summing up the above, this application is obvious and can be 
easily achieved by utilizing conventional technology and knowledge. 
This application does not meet the statutory requirements for patentability, 
and thus should not be granted a patent according to the stipulation of 
Article 20, No. 2 of Patent Law. 



Our Comments: 

Please compare this application with cited references in their 
constructions and achievable functions. We must persuade the Examiner 
that this application, when compared with cited references, cannot be 
easily achieved by a person having ordinary skill in the art. For this 
purpose, the difference in the construction between this application and 
cited references, and the inventive step of the former over the latter must 
be emphasized in Re-examination. Your expert comment concerning this 
is highly appreciated. 
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